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Asian-American Chamber Honors Hiroko FayI §)i\SSA

Hiroko Fay was honored at
___the Alamo Asian-American
Chamber of Commerce

~ Annual Awards Banquet as

| the Volunteer of the Year . November 20 — JAS
for 2007. Hiroko's many Education Foundatio
years of service to her Initial fundraising din-
church, community organi- ner. AT&T Communit
zations, and JASSA were Center. (Invitation

% recognized by hundreds of Event).
distinguished guests which
included Secretary Henry . December 2 —
Cisneros, Mayor Hardber- Bonenkai End of Yea
ger, and numerous mem- Dinner at Blue Star
bers of the Asian Commu-
nity. - January 6— Shin-

) nenkai New Year's
. y The Awards Ceremony Dinner (Potluck)

Hiroko Fay flanked by Corporate Members Ken FukBt@sident of dinner concluded a day-long
Toyota Manufacturing, Texas, and Howard Hu, SustdHaestaurant. symposium of the Texas Fed- CHECK THE JASSA
eration of Asian-American CALENDAR ON THE

Chambers of Commerce, which includes the Hous- WEBSITE
ton, Dallas, and Austin chambers. JASSA supporte

the Chamber with two tables in order to provide

JASSA Corporate Members an opportunity to atten

JASSA members included as symposium panel

members included Mitsu Yamazaki and The Honor-

able Peter Sakai.

WWW.JAS-SA.ORG/
CALENDAR

JASSA Outreach Coordinator meets
Secretary Henry Cisneros at the
Alamo Asian American Chamber of
Commerce Awards Dinner.

Visit the JASSA
Website for events,
news, and informatio

Left—Tamaki and Rocio DeLeon with Mayor Hardberger .
Wwww.jas-sa.org
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Tamaki Masuda has established herself in San An@nJASSA’s Outreach Coordi-
nator. She arrived in town on August 9 from Atlanvhere she had attended orienta-
tion training with Ava Perrill, her JASSA sponsor.

Tamaki is assigned to San Antonio for two yearsaagrant from the Japan Outreach
Initiative and the Laurasian Institute, which sée@kmprove the United States’ under-
standing of Japanese people and culture by platogdinators in selected U.S. cities.

Tamaki comes from Fukuoka, on Kyushu, the southestmajor island of Japan. Her

family lived in Houston when she was between thesagf 1 and 3. She has a Master’'s
Degree, is a licensed pharmacist, and has work8adrzkyo for 10 years. She worked

in New Jersey for 3 years, and returned to Jap200 to start new companies.

Her new office is at the International Conferen@nt@r at the University of the Incar-
nate Word, where you are welcome to visit Mondaffriday, 9 am to 5 pm. You can
contact her via email at tamaki@jas-sa.org or 209-8707.

Thanks to your hospitality and friendly support, fingt three months in San Antonio were very smdmthbusy.

The first assignment at JASSA was to set up andnizg the JASSA office. Everything was moved ooitrf the old

office and brought into the new office. We bougffice desk and assembled it, set up the compaleaned up the
office, organized files which were left in an olffice for a long time. Also, | supported the gaalaneeting and Ma-
tsuri at Library in September and October, respelti

| am here to introduce Japanese culture to theAB&smio Community. As a part of this effort | haseeated two out-
reach programs: “Japan in a Suitcase” and “Japdesi@ess culture.” The “Japan in a Suitcase”sagram which
targets students and introduces Japanese FoodiedapEolidays and School life in Japan. Studenisezgerience
activities using chopsticks, Origami and Japanesiigtaphy. “Japanese Business culture” is a pnogvehich tar-
gets American business people and introduces keyspabout Japanese business culture. Pleasectomtaif you
are interested in a presentation.

I'd like to thank to Mike Nishimuta who spared hise to find an apartment and car, to Nobuko Utiekowho al-
lowed me to stay at her house for about a monthotimer JASSA members who have lent me furniture latathen
tools.

Bonnenkai Set for December 2 I

JASSA’s annual “Bonnenkai” End of Year
Party will be held on Sunday, December 2, at
the Blue Star Contemporary Art Center, located
near the intersection of South Alamo and Pro-
bandt. The dinner will be catered by Sushihana.
Time is 4 pmto 6 pm.

This is our big dinner and we invite you to cele-

brate the end of the year with us. Please RSVP

by filling in the form on the website http://jas-
sa.org/bonenkai or by telephone call to Tamakio&:-8707. Cost is $25 per per-
son for members, $30 per person for non-members.
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JASSA Initiates Education Foundation I

The Japan-America Society of San Anto-
nio has created a new Scholarship Fund to
encourage the study of Japanese language
by students at San Antonio area colleges
and universities. Ken Fukuta, President of
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas, is
serving as honorary chairman, JASSA
President Rosemary Kowalski announced.
Rosemary initiated the Educational fund
with a personal donation of $5,000 at the
general membership meeting in Septem-
ber.

Corporate members and donors will attend
the initial Scholarship Fundraising recep-
tion and dinner on Tuesday, November
20, 2007 at the AT&T Community Centre.
Suzanne Peterson, Frost Bank Senior
Vice-President for Corporate Develop-
ment, is serving as scholarship committee
chair, and Max Navarro, Chairman of Op-
erational Technologies, is event and fund-
raising chairman.

Navarro reports that the fund is approach-
ing the initial $50,000 target with dona-
tions from corporate members. "I'm very
pleased to have the honor to serve as
chairman for the JASSA Scholarship fund
raising activity, because it becomes the
first Japan-America Society of San Anto-
nio scholarship program that many mem-
bers of JASSA have been requesting we
institute for many years.

It is important to note that both Toyota
Motor Manufacturing of Texas and
AT&T have agreed to strongly support
this wonderful program as the prime
sponsors,” stated Navarro. St. Mary’s
University, Our Lady of the Lake Univer-
sity, and the University of the Incarnate
Word have agreed to match tuition funds
donated by the scholarship program.

Details of how the scholarships will be
administered and how much will be avail-
able will be addressed in partnership with
the educational institutions next year.

Greeting from Consul-General Tsutomu Osawa |

| took my post as the Consul General of Japan astém on September 20th, and
am pleased to be in this wonderful city.

As Consul General, | would like to ensure that Gonsulate is a resource which
both Japanese and American members of our arezlyampon for any of their Ja-
pan-related needs. The Japanese Consulate’s mssiomis first and foremost to
provide support and resources to Japanese citix@mg within our jurisdiction.

We also work to develop the important politicalpeomic and cultural ties between
Texas and Oklahoma, and Japan.

Japan has the second largest economy in the wadidsahus a very important
country. As Consul General, | will work to increas@areness within Texas and
Oklahoma of the importance of Japan, and will alsok to increase awareness of
these two great states within Japan.

There are 9,000 Japanese citizens who currenilyer@s Texas and Oklahoma. The

Consulate-General of Japan values the Japaneseuattyim our area and works
to be a useful and accessible resource to theaddition, our Consulate hopes to provide reliablwises and accu-
rate information about Japan and to promote exahbegveen the United States and our country. Evelylt the
Consulate will do whatever necessary to offer youguidance and support.
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2007 Matsuri Bring Record Crowds I

The JASSA Matsuri Festival for 2007 brought in record crowds to the San AnttnaLireports Cul-
tural Activities and event coordinator Dr. Toni Gustafson. Over 650 people attetadsuri events over
the two weeks. The Central Library event on Saturday, October 20 fedaatese Songs by the Ta-
folla Middle School, led by Rieko O’Donnell; Dr. Sheila Fling's Tea Caeneyrpresentation; Japanese,
Okinawan, and Ryukyu Taiko Drum dancers, keyboard selections by Heday Katackahashaflute
performance by Tim Cassler, Ikebana demonstration by Don Olsen, demonstraitimsriyity laido
and Kendo Kyokai, Dr Gustafson Kamishibai storytelling, Caligraphy,adrigSumi-e Painting, Yaki-
mono Pottery, Gyotaku Fish prints, Japanese sand gardens, and Kabuto making. SarPAhtiori_i-
brary Director Ramiro Salazar greeted the group at the opening.

Matsuri events were conducted during the two weeks prior to the dériey event. JASSA thanks
Ikuko Groesbeck, Mary Bowman, Dr. Gustafson, and Okinawa dance groups foripgeseants at sev-
eral branch libraries during this time.

JASSA and the Public Library are deeply indebted to all the voluntderfielped make this an out-
standing event!
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JASSA Officers Elected for 2008 I

Officers for 2008 include (L to R)
Mitsu Yamazaki, VP Business and
Economic Development, Rosemary
Kowalski, President, Tom Willems,
VP Membership, Yuko Kawabe,
VP Education, and James Opper,
Treasurer.

Other officers not present are Robert
Langston, VP Programs, Katsushi
Okamura VP Cultural Activities,

and Ava Perrill, Secretary.

The JASSA General Meeting on Sunday , Septem-
ber 9, 2007, included introduction of the new Out-
reach Coordinator, Officer elections for 2008, $rea

urer's report, and a presegtation by Toni Gustafson Update on Japanese Tea Gard
on Japanese puppets, or “Bunraki. from San An‘[onio Parks and
President Rosemary Kowalski introduced JASSA'’s .

new outreach coordinator, Tamaki Masuda, who Recreation Department

told the group about herself. JASSA thanks Mike
Nishimuta for helping Tamaki get settled and find

an apartment and car, and thanks Nobuko Utterback
for hosting her at home for the first month.

Rosemary thanked Emilio for the use of the Girl
Scout Regional facility. A new facility is beingitiu
on West Coker Loop Rd, just north of Nakoma off
Highway 281 (San Pedro). We are very grateful to
the Girl Scouts for letting us use their facility four
meetings. The new 33,000 sq ft facility serveohll
South Texas.

A budget committee was appointed to submit a
budget for 2008. The committee is composed of
James Opper, Norio Seki, and Mike Nishimuta.

Gus McCloskey announced the opening of his new

gallery for ceramic arts in Boerne, the Hisago gal-

lery. The Japanese Tea Garden is currently closed wigl&an
Antonio Parks and Recreation Department and theA®ém

Mike presented Rosemary with a birthday card from nio Parks Foundation complete infrastructure rdhaton

the members for her 83rd birthday, which she will  to the facility, to include walkways, piping, fittion, wall

be spending in Paris. repairs, and pond sealing. The project is tenthtisiated to
be completed and the tea garden reopened to thie pyb

Dr. Toni Gustafson gave a video presentation on  the end of the year.

Japanese Puppets, called “Bunraki.”




Japan America Society
Of San Antonio
PO Box 460444
San Antonio, TX 78246-0444
(210) 274-1211

Board of Directors
Rosemary Kowalski, President
Tom Willems, Membership
Robert Langston, Programs
Katsuhiko Shimizu, PhD, Education
Mitsu Yamazaki, Business and Economic
Development
Toni Gustafson PhD, Cultural Activities
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian
Ava Rae Perrill, Recording Secretary
James J. Opper, Treasurer

Committees
lkuko Groesbeck, Social
Nobuko Utterback, Notification
Koji Kubo, Kumamoto
Sister-City
Janet Powell, Telephone
Donna Tomlin, Reception

This is the official publication of the Japan-

America Society of San Antonio. JASSA is

a non-profit organization and is operated
according to such laws. JASSA

membership is open to all individuals,

businesses or organizations interested in
promoting mutual respect and

understanding between Japan and the
United States through cultural, educational
and business initiatives.




