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· November 29—Board 
Meeting, 6 pm 

· December 3, Bonnenkai 
Party at Sushi Zushi, 4 
pm 

End of Year Bonenkai Set for December 3 
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Texas First Lady, Consul General Greet JASSA 

Texas First Lady Anita Perry, Consul General Yoshihiko Kamo, and other dignitaries 
greeted present and future corporate members at a reception hosted by JASSA in the Great 
Hall of the San Antonio Museum of Art on October 26.�

JASSA President Norio and Vivian Seki with Texas First 
Lady Anita Perry. Consul-General Yoshihiko Kamo ad-

dresses crowd at San Antonio Museum of Art 

The traditional end of year “Bonenkai” party is scheduled for Sunday, December 3, from 4 pm to 6 pm at Sushi-
Zushi, 9867 West IH-10, just off Wurzbach at I-10. “Bonenkai” can mean “forget-the-year,” so if you had a bad 
year, come celebrate! If you had a great year, come celebrate! Please check the website for details. The all-
inclusive dinner will be in the $20 per person range. RSVP will be required, and you can RSVP on the website. 

Max Navarro, membership chairman, and Mike Nishimuta co-chaired the event, which brought over 75 distinguished 
business guests and visitors, and brought in over $10,000 in sponsorship donations and corporate dues. Mrs Anita Perry 
expressed greetings from the office of the Governor to the businesses which are supporting Japanese and American trade. 
Japanese Consul-General Yoshihiko Kamo from Houston spoke on the importance of San Antonio in the growing rela-
tionships between the two countries.  
 
Other distinguished guests included Ambassador Oliver P. Garza, City of San Antonio Council members, and key lead-
ers from businesses  including Toyota and others supporting the new manufacturing facility. Mrs Miho Tajima attended 
on behalf of her husband, T.J. Tajima. Max Navarro presented Japanese bamboo paintings to representatives from AT&T 
and the Nix Health Care System to recognize their high level of support to JASSA.   ��
�
The Consul-General wrote to JASSA: “Thank you so much for the wonderful reception hosted by JASSA in your city the 
other day.  Having the first lady of Texas, Mrs. Anita Perry was most impressive. It shows your Society’s wisdom and 
wide knowledge of important people. I am not sure if any other Japan America Societies have ever had Texas Governor’s 
wife as a VIP guest in their functions. She was kind to pose for pictures and spoke of the importance of U.S. – Japan re-
lationship. I believe that she contributed greatly for the event. I want to express my sincere gratitude to members of Japan 
America Society of San Antonio.”  Sincerely, Yoshihiko Kamo, Consul General of Japan at Houston 
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Over 100 people attended an “Evening of Japanese Art 
and Culture” on September 22 at the Radium, sponsored 
by San Antonio Dance Umbrella, a nonprofit organiza-
tion.  
 
Various JASSA members participated with dance per-
formances, Sumie painting, Origami, calligraphy, Ike-
bana, Kamishibai picture stories, etc.  The San Antonio 
Girl Scout Dance Team “Girls in Motion” performed a 
Bon Odori dance.  You can view the photograph album 
at the Dance Umbrella website:  http://www.sadu.org/
gallery. JASSA donated all proceeds of calligraphy sales 
to Dance Umbrella. 
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Japanese Language Classes  

Adult Beginners:                Thursdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. starting on Jan 18th for 8 weeks 
Adult Intermediate:            Wednesdays from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting on Jan 17th for 8 weeks 
Adult Advanced:                Wednesdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. starting on Jan 17th for 8 weeks 
Student Beginners:             Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting on Jan 18th for 8 weeks 
 
Location:             Ferrari Learning Center, 107 W. Rampart Dr. One Block south of North Star Mall between             
                            San Pedro and McCullough 
Instructor:            Ms. Yuko Kawabe, Japanese language professor at Out Lady of the Lake University                        
                            and San Antonio College 
Textbooks:          Adult Class – Japanese for Busy People Book 1 by Kodansha 
                            Beginners Class—Japanese for Young People Book 1 by Kodansha 
Tuition:               $100 for JASSA members, $120 for non-members (cost of book not included) 
 
                            Contact Ms. Yuko Kawabe, Tel: (210) 696-1613 or e-mail: yukoboshi@aol.com 
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JASSA celebrated its 
fourth annual Matsuri at 
the San Antonio Central 
Library on October 14. 
Master of Ceremonies 
Mike Nishimuta intro-
duced the varied artists:  
Japanese and Okinawan 
dancers, Keyboard by 
Heday Kataoka, Shakuha-
chi flute by Tim Cassler , 
Kendo demonstration, 
Ryukyu Taiko drums, Ike-
bana demonstration, solo 
vocalist Edwin Bates, and 
Tea Ceremony demonstra-
tion by Dr. Sheila Fling. A 
variety of indoor exhibits, 
demonstrations and per-
formances entertained a 
large number of visitors. 

JASSA donated all proceeds received from the sale 
of Calligraphy drawing to the San Antonio Library. 
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Board of Directors 
 

Norio Seki, President 
Max Navarro,  Membership 
Thomas Brogan, Programs 

Dr Katsuhiko Shimizu, Education 
Mark Kent, Business and Economic 

Development 
Toni Gustafson, Cultural Activities 

Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 
Vivian Seki, Recording Secretary 

Katsushi Okamura, Treasurer 
 

Committees 
Annie Brogan, Social  

Nobuko Utterback, Notification  
Zachery Kuentz, Kumamoto  

Sister-City 
Kyoko Moehle, Telephone  
Donna Tomlin, Reception  

Mike Nishimuta, Web Site Editor 

This is the official publication of the 
Japan-America Society of San Antonio. 
JASSA is a non-profit organization and is 
operated according to such laws. JASSA 
membership is open to all individuals, 
businesses or organizations interested in 
promoting mutual respect and 
understanding between Japan and the 
United States through cultural, educational 
and business initiatives. 
 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 

P.O. Box 460444 
San Antonio, TX 78246 

 (210) 274-1211 


