JASSA Newslette
JASSA hosts Farewell for Consul General Kaml>

L to R, Norio Seki, Tom Willems, Rosemary Kowalskpnsul General Kamo, Mrs Etsuko Kamo,
and Mr Ken Fukuta, new President of Toyota Manuifidat, Texas.

The Japan America Society
honored Consul General Yos
hiko Kamo and his wife Etsuk
with a farewell dinner at the
Marriott on May 17, 2007.

Mr Tom Willems, JASSA Vice
President for Membership, or
ganized the event and obtainggy
a large number of corporate
sponsors on a very short time j§
schedule. Distinguished gueg
attending included Dr Henry

Cisneros and Mary Alice Cisneros, City Coun
cil member—elect for District 1, among other
dignitaries.

Mitsu Yamazaki served as Master of Ceremo
nies, and each sponsor presented gifts to Col
sul General Kamo. The Consul General will
“long” remember his time in Texas with his
gift of a set of longhorns mounted on a plaqu
from JASSA.
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August 11 — Welcom
Reception for JASSA
Outreach Coordinator
and Kumamoto Ex-
change Students. Fu
druckers. 2 pm.

Aug 22, 23—Japanes
Language Classes be
gin

September 9—General
Membership Meeting
at Girl School Office.

CHECK THE JASSA
CALENDAR ON THE
WEBSITE

WWW.JAS-SA.ORG/
CALENDAR

Visit the JASSA
Website for events,
news, and informatio

Www.jas-sa.org
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JASSA Wins Another Award at Folklife Festival! I

Another June has come and gone, and
means San Antonio has again celebrate
diversity through the Institute of Texan C
ture’s Folklife Festival. This 386 annual
celebration was shortened by one day,
was held Friday through Sunday, Jurfe
through 18. Our JASSA booth serve
chicken katsudon, yakitori, curry, yakisol
gyudon, cucumber salad, and rice balls,
the volunteers were thrilled when the fe
val organizers awarded Katsushi Okamu
curry with third place in the food catego
(This is the second year Katsushi’s cook
garnered a prize.) As in previous years
addition to the Japanese cuisine, Hiroko
wrote festivalgoer's names in calligrapt
Mary Bowman demonstrated the art
sumie and other volunteers sold Japai
knickknacks and provided information
Japan and JASSA.

t

Work at the
JASSA booth kept
everyone busy, but
there was also time
for fun and cama-
raderie. Recogni-
tion goes out to all
of the volunteers
who staffed the
booth during the
festival’s three-day
run, to those who
worked outside the
grounds obtaining
supplies and pre-
paring food and to
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the hard workers who hauled the equipment to tbergts, set up, broke
down, and hauled the equipment back to storagesS®Ais also grateful

Rosemary Kowalski and the RK Group for their sup-
port and the use of the RK facility and equipment.

JASSA’s active participation in the Folklife Festiv
demonstrates its commitment to the spirit that reake
San Antonio great — celebrating our cultural diitgrs
while working together as a community. JASSA
takes this opportunity to thank all of its dedicht®I-
unteers who promote the Society’s objective of shar
ing Japanese cuisine and culture at the annuail- Fest
val. If you want to participate next year, markuyo
calendars now, the 87Texas Folklife will be June
13-15, 2008.
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2008 Officer Nominations

Dear JASSA members,

According to the by-laws, each year the Elections@ittee is directed to prepare a slate of nomifaethe elec-
tion of JASSA officers. The elected officers inatud

1) President — Presides at all JASSA meetings (@éaad Board of Directors), appoints the Parliatagan and
the Chairs of the Standing Committees (NotificatiBacial Activities, Sister City, and Receptionflamy special
committees established by the Board of Directors.

2) First Vice President (Membership Chair) — In #fisence of the President, performs all dutiekefresident
and succeeds to the office of President shouldcangy occur. Heads the committee that supportsite@nt of
new members and renewal of current members, magthe membership roll, collects dues, and overngelekca-
tion of the membership directory.

3) Second Vice President (Program Chair) — In ieeace of the President and First Vice Presidentopns all
duties of the President. Heads the committee thaspnd presents the four general meetings ewayand over-
sees other programmed events (Matsuri, the Folithifi Asian New Year Festivals, Bonnenkai, and Shikai).

4) Third Vice President (Education Chair) — In #iesence of the President and subsequent Vice Engsigher-
forms all duties of the President. Heads the cotemithat provides and coordinates educationalsEs\such as
maintaining media resources and a speaker’s bamnedacting as liaison with educational institutions

5) Fourth Vice President (Business Chair) — Inahsence of the President and subsequent Vice En¢sjgher-
forms all duties of the President. Heads the cotemithat promotes interchange between Japanedecahthusi-
nesses, hosts delegations from Japanese businasdgmrticipates in economic development actiitie

6) Fifth Vice President (Cultural Chair) — In thesance of the President and subsequent Vice Pnesigerforms
all duties of the President. Heads the committaedbvelops groups for the study of Japanese |lgegaats, crafts,
and other cultural activities.

7) Recording Secretary — Attends all JASSA meet{@gneral and Board of Directors) to record anttitiste the
minutes of the meetings.

8) Treasurer — Maintains JASSA's financial recaaidd bank account, accepts and disburses fundgrawidies
financial reports at JASSA meetings (General andr8of Directors).

The purpose of this message is to inform you ofattevities performed by the JASSA officers andddicit nomi-
nations for the various offices prior to the elentscheduled for the Septemb&r®eneral Meeting. If you have an
interest in serving in any of above offices durihg 2008 calendar year, please contact me by takiphone, or e-
mail prior to August 28 in order to insure that your name will be includedthe slate of nominees. Names re-
ceived after August 2Bwill not be included on the ballot; however, aating to the by-laws, additional nomina-
tions (with the consent of the nominee) can be nadiee General Meeting, and those names will loieddo the
ballot at that time.

Again, all JASSA members are eligible to run far #bove offices, so if you have an interest inisgrin one of
the offices, please be sure to submit your nans®as as possible (August™ét the latest).

Sincerely,
Norio Seki
Nominating Committee Chair
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JASSA Welcomes Outreach Coordinator and Kumamoto $idents I

JASSA will host a welcome
Luncheon for Ms. Tamaki Ma-
suda, the newly assigned Out-
reach Coordinator, and the Ku-
mamoto High School Exchange
students on Saturday, August
11th, 12 noon at Fuddrucker's at
IH10 and Wurzbach Road.

Ms Tamaki Masuda, of Tokyo,
has been selected by the Japan
Foundation Center for Global
Partnership and the Laurasian
Institute as an Outreach Coordi-
nator, to be assigned to San An-
tonio for two years.

JASSA is fortunate to be se-
lected to receive Ms Masuda,
and will provide her with an of-
fice. Ms Masuda will be totally
available to JASSA for promo-
tion of Japanese outreach in this
area.

Ms Masuda will receive an ori-
entation with other coordinators
in Atlanta, Georgia, and arrive in
San Antonio on August 8.

In a separate program, four Ku-
mamoto high school students
will be arriving on Monday, Au-
gust 6th at 12:15 p.m. on flight
#AA1160. These students will
attend one year at Incarnate
Word High School and St. An-
thony High School.

No college students will come
this year. The high school stu-
dents are:

Incarnate Word High School
Ms. Megumi Kimura

June General Meeting I

At JASSA’s General Meeting on Sunday , June 3,
2007, members in attendance elected Richard Havel,
Michiko Tonegawa and Tim Brogan to make up an elec-

tion committee. The election committee is charged t

get nominations from members and choose one nominee
per position for 2008 officers. Previously the JASS

Board nominated and elected Norio Seki and Dr. Shi-
mizu Katsuhara to serve on the election committee a
well. According to by-laws: “Officers shall be eted

for a term of one year at the annual general mgétin
September and shall take office on Januaury 1eof th

following year.”

In keeping with the fine tradition of excellgesen-
tations at JASSA gatherings, Gus McKloskey gave an
informative lecture on Japanese gardens afterléee e
tion. It was a timely lecture, given the resum#édres
to renovate the Japanese Tea Gardens and the gngoin
interests in maintaining and appreciating the Kuma-
moto- En Garden at the San Antonio Botanical Gasden

St. Anthony High School
Mr. Yusaku Murata

Ms. Yukimi Fujimoto
Ms. Haruka Mayazaki

To welcome Ms. Tamaki Ma-
suda and these Kumamoto stu-
dents JASSA is planning a spe-
cial luncheon at Fuddrucker's at
IH10 and Wurzbach Road. We
hope you can attend and meet
them.

Please send R.S.V.P. by Mon-
day, August 6th to Koji Kubo,
E-mail: szkoji@sbcglobal.net

We will make reservations of
your seating only and you can
order and pay whatever you like
on the day of the party.

Koji Kubo
Sister City Kumamoto Chair

At our next General Meeting in September, JASSA
members elect officers for 2008 and Dr. Toni Gusiaf
will make a presentation on Bunraku.
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Japanese Language Classes Scheduled for Fall I

JASSA Japanese Language Classes for Students anduitd

Japan America Society of San Antonio is offering the Japanese languags. classe

The following is the class schedules for the remainder of this year.

Instructor: Ms. Yuko Kawabe, professor, San Antonio College & Our Lady of tke Uaiv.

If you are interested, please contact Ms. Kawabe at (210) 696-1613, E-mail: yukohmsto@a

2007 Session 3Students must be at least 6th grader.

Adult Intermediate Wednesday 6:00 to 7:00 Augustd??@ctober 10
Adult Advance Wednesday 7:00 to 8:00 August 22 ¢to®er 10
Student beginner Thursday 6:00 to 7:00 August XZ3dtber 10
Adult beginner Thursday 7:00 to 8:00 August 23 tddber 10

2007 Session 4Students must be at least 6th grader.

Adult Intermediate Wednesday 6:00 to 7:00 OctobetolDecember 5
Adult Advance Wednesday 7:00 to 8:00 October 13déoember 5
Student Beginner Thursday 6:00 to 7:00 OctobewolBdcember 6
Adult Beginner Thursday 7:00 to 8:00 October 1®&xember 6

Location:

Ferrari Learning Center, 107 W. Rampart Drive, 8atonio, TX 78216
One block south of North Star Mall between San Bead McCollough
Tel: (210) 207-7650 Fax: (210) 207-7798

Textbooks: Adult classes - Japanese for Busy People BookKdoansha
Student classes - Japanese for Young People Bbgkbdansha

Tuition per Session:$100 for JASSA members; $120 for non-members
(Costs of books not included)

Japanese Language Class Application

Name: Age: (student only)
Address

City & State Zip Code Tel No.

Class: Adult Beginners Adult Intermediate Adult Advance

Student Beginners Student Intermediate

Starting Date: Session 2 Session 3 Session 4

Amount of Payment:
Please mail application and check to: JASSA, P. O. Box 460444, San Antonio, TX 78246-0444
Website: www.jas-sa.org




Japan America Society
Of San Antonio
PO Box 460444
San Antonio, TX 78246-0444
(210) 274-1211

Board of Directors
Rosemary Kowalski, President
Tom Willems, Membership
Robert Langston, Programs
Katsuhiko Shimizu, PhD, Education
Mitsu Yamazaki, Business and Economic
Development
Toni Gustafson PhD, Cultural Activities
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian
Ava Rae Perrill, Recording Secretary
James J. Opper, Treasurer

Committees
lkuko Groesbeck, Social
Nobuko Utterback, Notification
Koji Kubo, Kumamoto
Sister-City
Janet Powell, Telephone
Donna Tomlin, Reception

This is the official publication of the Japan-

America Society of San Antonio. JASSA is

a non-profit organization and is operated
according to such laws. JASSA

membership is open to all individuals,

businesses or organizations interested in
promoting mutual respect and

understanding between Japan and the
United States through cultural, educational
and business initiatives.




